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Officer McCue issued a summons to a civilian walking on a pedestrian walkway that separates the 
Dry Dock Playground and PS 34 between Szold Place and Avenue D (the walkway is an extension 
of 11th street but not open to vehicular traffic). Officer McCue gave the civilian – the only Black 
person among a group of civilians on the walkway – a ticket for being in a park after closing, 
although the walkway is not a part of any park. The civilian took out his phone to record the 
encounter, but Officer McCue told him he would be arrested if he did so. When asked his name, 
Officer McCue said it was on the summons. 

During his CCRB interview, Officer McCue stated that the walkway was part of a park and was 
enclosed by a fence and a sign stating that the park closes at 10 pm. When the CCRB investigator 
confronted Officer McCue with photographs the investigator had taken showing that the walkway 
was not fenced, he stated the fence was on the other side. The investigator had taken a photograph 
of that side as well, which also showed the area was not fenced. 

When shown a copy of the summons on which he had supposedly identified himself, Officer 
McCue admitted that it was illegible, and that there was no way to read either his name or any other 
identifying information on it. He acknowledged that his name was illegible on the summons, but 
testified that he had provided his name verbally. 

The CCRB substantiated allegations that Officer McCue had failed to provide his name and shield 
number and had threatened to arrest the civilian. It also found that he had made a false statement in 
his CCRB interview, since his testimony about the placement of fences was contradicted by 
documentary evidence. 

The NYPD resolved the case by providing Officer McCue with formalized training.  
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would be on the summons.  PO Hewitt was slightly in front of PO McCue as he wrote the summons, so he could not clearly see 
him.  PO Hewitt was presented with the summons that apparently had no identifying information on it.  PO McCue did not make 
any statements to PO Hewitt about omitting this information.   
 

 wanted to speak with a supervisor and Cpt. O’Sullivan arrived about halfway through the incident.  PO Hewitt could 
not recall if Cpt. O’Sullivan arrived before or after PO McCue wrote the summons.  Florence Friedman asked PO Hewitt if he 
explained the situation to the captain and PO Hewitt said yes.  She then asked if Cpt. O’Sullivan stated whether  
should not have been issued a summons and PO Hewitt stated no.  With Cpt. O’Sullivan present,  continued to be 
agitated and upset.  He asked for Cpt. O’Sullivan’s name and he provided it.   
 
When asked if  ever tried to remove his cell phone from his pocket, PO Hewitt paused for eight seconds and stated, “I 
mean, he took stuff out of his pockets.”  He could not recall if PO McCue made any statements about  cell phone.  
When asked if  did anything that could have led to his arrest, PO Hewitt stated, “I mean… his voice level was high 
where you can… ya know.”  PO Hewitt could not recall if PO McCue told  that he would be handcuffed and thrown in 
jail or if PO McCue made any reference to arresting    
 
The entire incident lasted approximately 20 to 30 minutes when  walked away with his summons.  PO McCue and PO 
Hewitt continued to patrol the general area and they ultimately summonsed one other person that night for the same offence, 
though in a different part of the park.  Neither PO McCue nor PO Hewitt summonsed anyone else for being in the walkway that 
night.   
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